
Summer camps come in all 
shapes and sizes (day camps, 
sleep-aways, dude ranches, etc.), 
but no matter what camp you 
choose, there are many reasons to 
reccommend summer camps for 
any young rider.

Improved Riding Skills
There is no doubt that summer 

camps are a great way for young 
riders to develop – or improve – 
their riding skills.  Be they brand 
new riders with no experience, 
or young riders with years in the 
saddle, young riders are able to 
enjoy a substantially increased 
focus on developing their riding 
skills, both as a result of more 
quality time in the saddle, and 
being free of concerns over school, 
homework, grades, etc.   The more 
relaxed nature of the summer 
camp experience – without the 
pressure to fi nish up and get back 
to homework, soccer or the next 
event – is a big plus in allowing a 
young rider to work on equitation 
and other skills.  And the ability 
of a young rider to control a 1000 
pound animal, with a mind of its 
own, is transformative for many 
young riders – and not limited to 
just their horse world, but to all 
aspects of their lives.  

Improved Horsemanship
In addition to equitation, 

learning basic – and advanced  
– horsemanship is a critical part 
of becoming an accomplished 
rider.  While children learn 
horsemanship as part of lesson 
programs and show series 
during the  school year, summer 
camp really gives us the time 
and freedom to focus on the 
horsemanship aspects of this great 
sport.  Camps can hone in on the 
young rider’s horsemanship 
skills, such as teaching best safety 
practices, grooming, ground 
work, tack knowledge and care, 
feeding, medical care and the 
like.  Developing these skills not 
only allows riders to show polish 
and maturity, but it develops 
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discipline and pride in one’s work 
that will serve them well for a 
lifetime. 

Camaraderie and Fellowship
One of the greatest attributes 

of the summer camp experience 
is the camaraderie and fellowship 
that develops among the campers 
– especially among young girls.  
We fi nd this to be just as true in 
day camps as sleep-away camps, 
and it is one of the most rewarding 
aspects of running a summer camp 
program.  Year after year, we 
see young girls come for camp, 
sometimes a bit shy, sometimes a 
bit awkward, maybe not knowing 
anyone else at camp, but by the 
end of the week they have bonded 
with the other campers, largely 
over a common love of horses, 
and the confi dence and self-
esteem that they invariably gain 
in learning how to control – and 
enjoy – a beautiful animal that just 
happens to be many times larger, 
and stronger, than they are.  The 
campers ultimately have to leave 
(sadly), but when they do they 
are more confi dent, more poised, 
more at ease with themselves 
and with others, both as to their 
riding, but more importantly, as 
to all aspects of their lives, and 
they often build long-lasting 
friendships with others that they 
would never have but for summer 
camp.  It is truly something 
wonderful to behold. 

And It’s Just Plain Fun!
From the young rider’s 

perspective, summer horse camps 
are just plain fun – whether 
barrel racing for the fi rst time, or 
sitting backwards on the horse, or 
painting horses for younger riders 
(don’t worry, it washes off!), 
or camp fi res and cookouts and 
s’mores – the opportunities for 
fun times with these wonderful 
animals, and the beautiful barns 
that house them, are literally 
limitless.
Sharon Molster is owner of Blacks 
Hill Stables in Great Falls,Va.

This Stonelea Farm camp pony  let us tie “caution tape” on him.

This Stonelea Farm camp pony  let us tie “caution tape” on him.

Fancy, a favorite camp 
pony at Lake of the 
Woods, is � ne with 

nap-time.

Relay races on “Game Day” at Three Sisters Farm.  

We were playing the “mug shu�  e.”

We painted the bones on a horse to show what we learned 

about the horse skeleton at Blacks Hill camp.

Visiting the new foals at Farnley 

Farm on DeVaux Farm camp’s 

� eld trip.
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Scrapbook

Boy Power at Van Vixen Farm!  The Tribie brothers on Polo 

and Peaches.

Grovespring pony 

really likes it’s 

new camp friend! 


